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TEXAS HIGHER EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD 
 

COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC AND WORKFORCE SUCCESS  
 

1200 EAST ANDERSON LANE, ROOM 1.170 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 
March 30, 2016 

11:00 am  
(or upon adjournment of the Committee on Affordability, Accountability 

and Planning, whichever occurs later) 

 
AGENDA 

 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: The presiding chair shall designate whether public testimony will be 
taken at the beginning of the meeting, at the time the related item is taken up by the Board 
after staff has presented the item, or any other time as determined by the presiding chair. 
For procedures on testifying please go to http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/public-testimony 

 
I. Welcome and Committee Chair’s meeting overview 
 
II. Consideration of approval of the minutes from the December 16, 2015, Committee meeting 
 

III. Consideration of approval of the Consent Calendar 
 

IV. Public Testimony on Agenda Items 
 
V. Matters relating to the Committee on Academic and Workforce Success 
 

A. Update on the RAND Graduate Education Study 
 

B. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to 
requests for a new degree program: 

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

(1) Master of Science (MS) degree and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree with  
majors in Astronomy 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO 

(2)  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree with a major in Mechanical Engineering 
 

C. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to a 
request from the University of Houston to dissolve the University of Houston Sugar Land 
Multi-Institutional Teaching Center (MITC) and establish it as a Single Institution Center 
(SIC) 

 
D. Consideration of adopting the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) Advisory Committee’s 

recommendation to the Committee relating to changes in the ACGM 
 

E. Update on the progress of the Align Adult Basic Education and Postsecondary Education 
Report, Rider 27, General Appropriations Act, House Bill 1, Section III 

 

CHAIR 
Janelle Shepard 
 
VICE CHAIR 
John Steen, Jr. 
 
David D. Teuscher, M.D. 
 
Christina Delgado 
Ex-Officio 
 
Robert “Bobby” Jenkins, Jr. 
Ex-Officio 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/public-testimony
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F. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to 
issuance of a Request for Applications for the Nursing, Allied Health and Other Health-
related Education Grant Program 
 

G. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to 
issuance of a Request for Applications for new Comprehensive Student Success Projects, 
and to provide additional funds for the expansion of previously approved, successful 
projects 
 

H. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Architecture Field of Study Advisory Committee 
 

I. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Architecture and Construction Career Cluster Program of 
Study Advisory Committee 
 

J. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Health Science Career Cluster Program of Study Advisory 
Committee 
 

K. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of a member to the Learning Technology Advisory Committee (LTAC) 
 

L. LUNCH 
 

M. Report to the Committee on school closures and/or teach-outs pursuant to Chapter 7, 
Subchapter A, Section 7.7(5) 
 

N. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
guidelines for the 2016 Texas Higher Education Star Awards 
 

O. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
approval to amend existing contracts with institutions of higher education to continue the 
Advise TX college advising program, designed to increase the number of low-income, 
first-generation college, and underrepresented students who enter and complete higher 
education 
 

P. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
expenditure of funds to develop and implement outreach efforts for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid as a partner under a grant propsal through the Castleman/Denning 
group 
 

Q. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee for approval to 
provide funding for integrated career pathway programs contributing to meeting 60x30TX 
goals 
 

R. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee for approval to 
provide funding for institutions of higher education to scale strategies that improve 
outcomes for underprepared learners 
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S. Proposed Rules: 
 
(1) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 1, Subchapter E, Sections 1.110, 
1.113, 1.114, and 1.115, concerning the Student Complaint Procedure 

 
(2) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 4, Subchapter A, Section 4.11, 
concerning the Common Admission Application Forms 

 
(3) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 4, Subchapter Q, Section 4.278 of 
Board rules, concerning approval of off-campus and self-supporting courses and 
programs for public institutions 

 
(4) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 15, Subchapter C, Section 15.43 of 
Board rules, concerning the eligibility criteria to receive distributions from the 
National Research University Fund 

 
(5) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter I, Sections 26.261 - 26.267 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Hospitality and Tourism Career Cluster 

 
(6) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter J, Sections 26.281 - 26.287 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Human Services Career Cluster 

 
(7) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter K, Sections 26.301 - 26.307 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Information Technology Career Cluster 

 
(8) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter L, Sections 26.321 - 26.327 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security Career Cluster 

 
(9) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter M, Sections 26.341 - 26.347 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Manufacturing Career Cluster 

 
(10) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter N, Sections 26.361 - 26.367 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Marketing Career Cluster 
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(11) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter O, Sections 26.381 - 26.387 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Career Cluster 

 
(12) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter P, Sections 26.401 - 26.407 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to the 
Transportation, Distribution and Logistics Career Cluster 

 
VI.  Adjournment 
 

NOTE: The Board will not consider or act upon any item before the Committee on Academic and Workforce Success at 
this meeting. This meeting is not a regular meeting of the full Board. Because the Board members who attend the 
committee meeting may create a quorum of the full Board, the meeting of the Committee on Academic and Workforce 
Success is also being posted as a meeting of the full Board. 
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Consent Calendar 

 

V. Matters relating to the Committee on Academic and Workforce Success 

 

F. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to 
issuance of a Request for Applications for the Nursing, Allied Health and Other Health-
related Education Grant Program 
 

G. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to 
issuance of a Request for Applications for new Comprehensive Student Success Projects, 
and to provide additional funds for the expansion of previously approved, successful 
projects 
 

H. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Architecture Field of Study Advisory Committee 
 

I. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Architecture and Construction Career Cluster Program of 
Study Advisory Committee 
 

J. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of members to the Health Science Career Cluster Program of Study 
Advisory Committee 
 

K. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
appointment of a member to the Learning Technology Advisory Committee (LTAC) 
 

O. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee relating to the 
approval to amend existing contracts with institutions of higher education to continue 
the Advise TX college advising program, designed to increase the number of low-
income, first-generation college, and underrepresented students who enter and 
complete higher education 
 

Q. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee for approval to 
provide funding for integrated career pathway programs contributing to meeting 
60x30TX goals 
 

R. Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee for approval to 
provide funding for institutions of higher education to scale strategies that improve 
outcomes for underprepared learners 
 

S. Proposed Rules: 
 
(1) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 1, Subchapter E, Sections 1.110, 
1.113, 1.114, and 1.115, concerning the Student Complaint Procedure 
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(2) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the proposed amendments to Chapter 4, Subchapter A, Section 4.11, 
concerning the Common Admission Application Forms 

 
(5) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter I, Sections 26.261 - 26.267 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Hospitality and Tourism Career Cluster 

 
(6) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 

relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter J, Sections 26.281 - 26.287 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Human Services Career Cluster 

 

(7) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter K, Sections 26.301 - 26.307 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Information Technology Career Cluster 

 

(8) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter L, Sections 26.321 - 26.327 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security Career Cluster 

 

(9) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter M, Sections 26.341 - 26.347 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Manufacturing Career Cluster 

 

(10) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter N, Sections 26.361 - 26.367 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Marketing Career Cluster 

 

(11) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter O, Sections 26.381 - 26.387 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Career Cluster 

 

(12) Consideration of adopting the Commissioner’s recommendation to the Committee 
relating to the new Chapter 26, Subchapter P, Sections 26.401 - 26.407 of Board 
rules, concerning an advisory committee to develop programs of study specific to 
the Transportation, Distribution and Logistics Career Cluster 
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Committee on Academic and Workforce Success 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-E 
 
 
Update on the progress of the Align Adult Basic Education and Postsecondary Education Report, 
Rider 27, General Appropriations Act, House Bill 1, Section III 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: No action required 
 
 
Background: 
 
 Rider 27 of the General Appropriations Act, House Bill 1, 84th Texas Legislature, Regular 

Session, directs the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to “coordinate with the 

Texas Education Agency (TEA) and Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) to prepare a report on 
the alignment of Adult Education and Literacy (AEL) and postsecondary education.” The goals of 
this effort is “to increase the number, success and persistence of students transitioning to 
postsecondary education from AEL programs and students enrolled in basic academic skills 
education courses and interventions.” 
 
 Rider 27 designates the THECB as the lead agency in partnership with and input from 
representatives from the TWC and TEA. The report is due to the House Committee on Higher 
Education, House Appropriations Committee, Senate Education Committee, Senate Finance 
Committee, the Governor, Legislative Budget Board, and TWC by May 1, 2016. The report 
updates recommendations from a similar report submitted in May 2014 (Rider 28, General 
Appropriations Act, Senate Bill 1, 83rd Texas Legislature, Regular Session, Section 28, 
pages III-43 and III-50) and provides new or revised recommendations related to: 
 

 Outreach, referrals, persistence interventions, and advising; 

 Assessment, curriculum, and instruction aligned to integrated or intensive program 
models; 

 State-level accountability systems to monitor performance; 

 AEL to postsecondary performance measures; 

 Accelerate Texas data and program evaluation;  

 General Educational Development (GED®) test data; 

 Standards to enhance data quality and sharing among state agencies and service-
providers; and 

 Grants and other institutional funding models (including Federal Funds and Other 
Funds) to maximize effective use of limited General Revenue Funds. 

 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM V-E Page 2 
 
 

03/16 

 The report will also include a summary of funding received by providers under the TWC’s 
AEL program (2012-2015), the percentage of AEL students in postsecondary education from AEL 
funded programs, the enrollments and completions for the THECB Accelerate TX program 
(2012-2016), and the enrollments of students in Basic Academic Skills Education non-course, 
competency-based options (BASE NCBOs). The full report will not be completed in time for the 
March committee meeting, but will be available for review in advance of the April Board meeting. 
 
 Jerel Booker, Assistant Commissioner for College Readiness and Success, is available to 
answer questions. 
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Committee on Academic and Workforce Success 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM V-R 
 
 
Consideration of adopting the staff recommendation to the Committee for approval to provide 
funding for institutions of higher education to scale strategies that improve outcomes for 
underprepared learners 
 
 
Total Project Cost: Up to $1,600,000 
Source of Funds: F.1.1. Strategy, Developmental Education Program 
Authority:  Texas Education Code, Section 61.0762(a)(2) 
 Programs to Enhance Student Success 
 Rider 42, General Appropriations Act, 
 84th Texas Legislature 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval 
 
 The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) staff requests approval to 
provide funding and technical assistance support to institutions scaling effective initiatives that 
support the persistence and success of underprepared learners. 
 
 
Background Information: 
 

Since 2010, Texas public institutions of higher education have been engaged in reform 
efforts to improve the persistence and success of underprepared students. From legislative 
appropriations, the THECB awarded competitive grants for the Developmental Education 
Demonstration Projects (DEDP), Intensive Programs for Adult Education Students (IPAES), 
Accelerate Texas (ATX), Scaling and Sustaining Success Program (S3), New Mathways Project, 
and Texas Puente program models, all of which have improved outcomes for this population of 
students. However, when reviewing the Developmental Education (DE) pipeline data, successful 
completion of underprepared students’ first college-level math course remains stagnant at 
approximately 18 percent (fall 2007 vs. fall 2012 cohorts). National studies suggest that reform 
efforts must be scaled at a greater pace than current practice. Promising practices include 
corequisite models which have shown that even the least prepared students successfully 
complete the first college-level course at higher rates when the course requires participation in 
additional, intensive, aligned support for these students. Working with technical assistance from 
statewide and national experts, the THECB will support institutions interested scaling these and 
other success strategies in order to provide more underprepared students with opportunities to 
accelerate and persist to certificate and degree completions. 
 
 Jerel Booker, Assistant Commissioner for College Readiness and Success, is available to 
answer questions. 
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